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In Memory of Pranab Saikia (Rayj)

Bipul Chandra Khataniar

It was really an auspicious day, I don't remember the exact date, but the month was
August, 2006. I was on a flight from Dibrugarh to Delhi. That day I didn't get my favourite
window seat and had to be content when offered one on the asile.

The flight was via Guwahati. Many disembarked while more came in during the
Guwabhati stop over. Still the middle seat in my row remained vacant.

After we took off from Guwabhati, I took out the roti and chicken packed by Manju
and was about to start devouring when I felt a loving pat on my back while someone asked-
" Mind if I take a grab too?"

When I looked back, OMG, OMG! This was Pranab Saikia, Raj for most of us! We
were meeting after more than two decades! Raj had boarded at Borjhar and he was on his
way to Manesar, a place very near to Gurgaon. | invited him to the vacant middle seat and
he gladly accepted it. I just cannot explain how happy I was to meet him after such a long
time, and he too was equally happy.

After the initial exchange of pleasantries and the basic what, where, etc, we soon
plunged into fond memories— of those old Cotton days.

We remembered the bunking of classes of Aditi Sarma, the never ending London
memories of Dr. Trishna Mahanta, and the like. The shared mughlai parathas of Madhumita,
the quarter cups of tea in the mezannine floor of Kalpana. And the not so frequent beer
parties in the Sher-e Punjab.

Then we recollected the biology classess taken by our friend Ananga in the deserted
rooms of the N-building with the help of literature collected from abroad. And we engaged
ourselves in all kinds of moon talk, especially those funny memories about the escapades of
Santanu Baishya, Dilip Sarma, Ajay Sapra, Anindya, Laru etc., besides those of our own.

We also talked about his Cotton crush about whom almost everyone knew but he
could never muster enough courage to express it, in spite of the repeated pushings from us.

Then came up story of our unforgettable cycle picnic to Chandrapur. In addition to

Ioc |



TGN G PO T

those named above, Bhaskar Sarma and probably Lutfur and Rubul had also joined the
party. We had a picnic of a lifetime that day. But, alas, most of the happenings of that day
are not fit for posting in a public group. (Some of us must be blushing after refreshing their
memoies!). We were so engrossed in our past that the one hundred and fifty minutes of the
flight(as it feels when you fly alone) to Delhi seemed to end in a jiffy and without any long
taxiing in Delhi and superfast baggage delivery, it was already time to say goodbye. We
didn't have the faintest idea as to when and where we were going to meet again. But God
had other plans.

Meet we did. Just after two years, in 2008 when in one inauspicious morning Dilip
Sarma rang me up to say that Raj is coming from Delhi and he was going to recieve him at
the airport. He asked me if I would also like to go, Why not? We went together to the
airport as many more of our friends. His elder brother Anup was also there to recieve his
dear brother.

We waited and waited but he was refusing to come out. He was probably offended
with us all. It took almost four hours to make him come out of the terminal building. He was
still offended and refused to speak to anybody. And he was just too tired. There he was,
sleeping in a cruel wooden box!

He is no longer with us. He left this world, his small family and also us, his loving
friends, prematurely like many more of our dear friends. But still he reigns supreme in
our hearts and he will keep doing so until we meet him again at some unkown place on
some future date.

For those who don't remember our Raj, or didn't know him, he was a brilliant student.
Also he was quite intelligent as well as a very popular person.

Initially he had joined the tea group M/s Barua and associates when his capabilities
had ensured him rapid promotions and very soon had become an important person in the
company. In the later part of his life he had become an entrepreneur and was doing pretty
good in his upper Assam small tea cum horticulture garden.
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In memory of Malabika Phukan
Arunabha Bhuyan

While reading about so many of our departed friends, a face that kept on disturbing
me was that of one of my closest friends, Malabika Phukan, known to many as Papu.
Malabika belonged to the Humanities group. We had been together since Class-I days in
Shilong and Dibrugarh where our respective fathers had been posted. When we were
promoted to Class-11I, my father had been transferred to Guwahati and those were the
three years when we did not meet each other. When we joined Cotton College in 1975, it
was like old times again. I was in CG-I along with Malabika, Jabeen Ahmed and Indira
Gogoi all past pupils of Little Flower School, Dibrugarh. Our Sunday outings to watch
movies and eating out were simply fun. Papu and I were roommates in second year and I
still remember we would often sit on our beds with our gaanor bohis and sing all the songs
right from the first page. We were on the surface two different people, she a little fat and
me the thin one (almost a Laurel-Hardy combination), she the vivacious outgoing one and
me the shy, reserved one. But our frirendship was well cemented and when I joined English
honours we were now a bigger group with Anjana, Rupali, Nabanita, Mili (I don't know
where she is now), Papu and me. Life was just fabulous. After graduation we went on our
different paths. After our post graduation we got married, joined in different jobs and
settled down in our own individual worlds. But our friendship prevailed. Papu's brother
Santanu became my colleague in Cotton and we would often relive our childhood days in
Shillong. I soon came to know that Papu had become highly diabetic and had lost much of
her earlier spirit. On a dark January wintry evening in 2013, when [ was in New Delhi the
dreaful news of her death reached me. It took me two days to gather courage and speak to
Santanu about it. We who grew up together right from childhood to maturity were sud-
denly separated from each other. Papu did not live long enough to see her sons growing up
to be responsible citizens — one joined a bank and the other became an engineer. Adieu,

dear friend, you must be singing songs of joy in the other world.
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Smile, the ultimate goal

Dilip Sarma

Recently, finished reading Herman Hesse's "Siddhartha" (not the "exalted one" but
the protagonist with same name from the same period) for the n-th time. Each time you
read this book, you notice something that you didn't notice earlier.

This time I learnt that the "ultimate goal of life is to smile- smile with love, quietly &

softly, little mischievously, perhaps benevolently."
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Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat Where Have You Been
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AT S problem 712 o1 (FRT® N2 AT ‘what about my typhoid... ?’

(€ BB (T F°C51 ‘this report doesn't include such test...”

3¢l but I came here from thousand kilometers only to treat my typhoid problem...,
so u hv to test again my blood..." (98 (I & SR TSI, report © I 541 &1,
(1< blood sample WRTaT #I1T#T, T2 SN sample 721 W< Trewee{ ©6 (@91 @4

(S IS S121S (E 9 (9€9 chamber (&1, (I 541 F°#1 ©.... u hv no typhoid...”

32 (SN B test report® T6! LT R S (AR (1412 T “...this

was my typhoid germs in blood, I was told; twice I was injected in less than 6 months..., 14
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Iunderstand that research papers should be of use to the society or towards development
of science etc.

But when I read the paid news about the doctorates awarded, very often I see to my
amazement that doctorates as awarded in our state accepting thesis on very stupid and/or
weird subjects which are of no use to anyone, even to the researcher and the concerned
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Dr. Chidananda Bhuyan

Obais mat etia nai janu? We are ashamed of telling the local 'obais' but we frequently
take to the English ones. Is it not? I think this will prove to be a valuable piece of work for

preservation of our own spoken words.

Tapodhan Das

ur speaking to the exact extnt I personally feel right evn beyond, bt jst restraind, that
sch social/anti-social topics need to undergo threadbare examination by a Committee, formd

out of Civil Society mmbers, prior to research allowed.

Agastya Barua

I do not agree with you Tapodhan. To select a subject, there is no need a
committee to be established. Being a science student, we do not believe in
jadu mantra, but the subject needs research. Every subject had got research
value. Some subjects, like extra marital relations, everybody does not like, but
it has got research value.

Tapodhan Das
Arguments may b enormous, bt civility contxt is un-putdowable. Anyway, like Surath
I wd also like to wind up the topic.

Tapodhan Das
GBI AL S (iifcet swa, gfgesd f[fen 2'tee miere der wie #If<7 i
eI eI |

SK Baishya

I'am with Agastya et. al. If societal approval is imposed, then research will not flourish.
Who will define the norms of the society? For that matter who empowers whom to take

I R@9 |
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I was busy, when you put me the question. Already points and counterpoints have
been put forward by our esteemed group members. Although it looks funny looking at the
subject matter; I fully support that a methodical study on this subject should be done.
Origin, subset of people using it, geographical location, under which circumstances they are
used definitely deserve study. As this (research) is not my cup of tea, person of literary
backgroud should do this.
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