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'DAWN'
"Does the day break
With the sound of guns?
No,
It breaks with the cry
Of that bird
Which nibbles through
The night's darkness
Very slowly."
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"Do not ask me how I have been
I haven't asked myself either
Down the Kolong flows
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A young, female torso

Because, for forty-two hours
My corpse lay there

On the foot paths of Guwahati."
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"--[ wanted my poems to exude a heady odour
But only the sweet taint of blood

Or burning flesh emanates from my poem."
(Last Word)
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"Curfews and continued periods of gunfire
were all a part of growing up in Nagaland --."
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* Temsula Ao, These Hills Called Home : Stories
From A War Zone, Zubaan, 2006.

* fogaras fSl®), 3771, The Oxford Anthology of
Writings from North East India. OUP, 2011.
Ngangom, Robin S. and Kynpham S. Nongkynrih

ed. Dancing Earth : An Anthology of Poetry From
North East India", Penguin, 2009.
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"A post-democratic society is one that continues to
have and to use all the institutions of democracy, but
in which they increasingly become a formal shell.
The energy and innovative drive pass away from
the democratic arena and into small circles of a po-

litico-economic elite."
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